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FRANCISCAN SISTERS OF THE ATONEMENT 
 

February, March, April 2015  

In calling us to live in the present with passion  Pope Francis writes,  

"Grateful remembrance of the past leads us, as we listen attentively to what the  

Holy Spirit is saying to the Church today, to implement ever more fully the  

essential aspects of our consecrated life."         
 

ð words of Pope Francis in a letter on Consecrated Life  
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This is a quarterly newsletter; distributed at the end of these months:  

January, April, July and October  



Spring is in the Air at the Motherhouse  
~ by Sr. Mary Pat Galvin, House Coordinator ~  

 

These three months of February / March / April have provided us multiple opportunities to go 
óbeyondô our usual monthly activities of the Days of Recollection, House Meetings, birthday          
celebrations, bingo activities, and so many other moments of shared life.  We have enjoyed other   
gatherings that surfaced according to the calendar of life!!! 
 

 

We started off the month of February with the World Day for    
Consecrated Life ~ a celebratory liturgy and dinner with some of 
our Friars! Another highlight of the month is often the exchange of 
ñprayer companionò bookmarks at our Valentineôs Day celebra-
tion!  With a promise of prayer for our SA Community Members 
we JOY IN GOD! We also entered into the season of LENT on Ash 
Wednesday é a journey of reflection!     

Perhaps the month of March gets a bad reputation as 
it comes in like a lion (or not) and leaves like a lamb 
(or not) é Mother Nature has caused quite a stir in 
many ways this winter! We enjoyed some óindoorô 
activities regardless of the outdoor weather! On   
Saturday the 14th we celebrated the closing of   
Catholic Sisters Week with a donut social sharing 
stories of our varied mission experiences! On     
Sunday the 22nd we enjoyed some lovely Irish Step 
Dancers with refreshments following to celebrate 
the Feast of St. Patrick! We closed out the month 
celebrating Sr. Mary Brideôs 85th Anniversary as an 
Atonement Sister! 

This past month of April was a grace-filled time of        
reflection and celebration as we journeyed through our 
Holy Week as community with gratitude to our Friars 
for leading us in our Services.  On Sunday the 12th in 
honor of Mother Luranaôs Birthday we had our Volun-
teer Appreciation Dinner to recognize many special 
people in our lives at Graymoor! Hosting our East Coast 
Regional Meetings is always a joy to us as we welcome 
our mission Sisters in hospitality and at-one-ment! We 
closed out the month celebrating Sr. Barbara Ohlôs gift 
of New Life in eternal peace with gratitude for her life 
as an Atonement Missionary! 



Our άWƻȅ ƛƴ DƻŘέ Activities, Events and Experiences 
 

February 2, 2015 ~ Monday 

In Celebration of Consecrated Life  
 

On Monday, February 2, 2015, Fr. Bernie Palka celebrated the  

11:00 a.m. Mass in celebration of òConsecrated Life!ó   

Friars from the Inn, Fr. John Kiesling, Fr. Bill Drobach,  

Fr. John Coppinger & Br. John OõHara also joined us for Mass & Dinner. 

February 8, 2015 ~ Sunday ~ 2:00 to 4:00 PM 

Open House ~ In Celebration of Consecrated Life 

On Sunday, February 8 from 2 to 4 p.m., an OPEN HOUSE event was held at St. Francis 

convent. It was in celebration of the Year of Consecrated Life.  The opening prayer service, held 

in the Motherhouse chapel, was composed and led by Sr. Diane. 

Sisters toured our visitors through 

the first floor to the Multi -purpose 

Room on ground floor (our former 

chapel) where a DVD about the    

history of the Society of the Atone-

ment was shown. 
 

Tours of the property had to be    

cancelled due to snowy weather,   

but everyone shared conversation 

and refreshments in the main        

dining room.  

February 2, 2015 
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